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Part II 



The Scholars who Permitted Calculation 

Only five major scholars are known to have allowed calculation as a means to 
determine the lunar month. However, if one examines what they said objectively, one 
cannot conclude from their words that they accepted the permissibility of using calculation 
in lieu of the physical sighting. On the contrary, what they understood was that in the case 
of an obscured horizon, one could resort to calculation for the thirtieth day. Thus, they 
maintained that the Prophet made obscurity a condition for calculation, and without 
the condition being fulfilled it was prohibited. It is important to examine the men and 
study their words, while keeping in mind that this opinion was rejected by the five imams 
and their schools, with the exception of a handful of scholars, whose opinions we shall also 
examine. 

Three of these five scholars were from among the first three generations of Islam, 
the people whom the Prophet referred to as the virtuous ones. The first and greatest 
was Mutarrif b. c Abd Allah, who was known as Ibn al-Shikhir. What he actually said is, 

“If the hilal is obscured [on the thirtieth day at sunset], then it can be reckoned with the 
mansions of the moon, i.e., which mansion it was in when it was obscured, or by way of 
calculation ( hisab ).”' It is clear by his use of a conditional sentence “if/ then,” that he was 
not advocating calculation as a method in which we bypass sighting altogether. Rather, he 
was of the opinion that if after completing twenty-nine days of the previous month the 
sky was obscured by clouds or other atmospheric conditions, then it was permissible but 
not obligatory to resort to working out the new moon’s birth, either through using the 
lunar mansions or some form of computation. The reason for his conclusion is the 
structure of the Arabic in the hadith that he derived his ruling from. When the Prophet 
said, “And if it is obscured, then fa) calculate it,” he used a conditional sentence, i.e., if 
this happens, then do this. No one in the history of Islam, until now, has ever in terpreted this 
hadith to mean that one could merely resort to calculation and abandon the clear skies of the thirtieth 
night. In other words, just as the operative cause (' illah ) for the obligation of fasting 
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